
Food Insecurity NYC 

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field or 

gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger. Leviticus 23:22 

1. What are ways your family can practice “not reaping all the way to the edges of your field”? 

2. Are there rituals or habits you can develop at home, as you budget, that can include helping feed 

our fellow New Yorkers? 

3. Beyond our own wallets and refrigerators, how can curb and ultimately eliminate food insecurity 

at a systemic level? What are our civic and political resources? 

4. To learn more visit: West Side Campaign Against Hunger, Mazon, City Harvest, Food Bank 

NYC 

Housing Insecurity NYC 

No, this is the fast I desire: to unlock fetters of wickedness, and untie the cords of the yoke; to let the 

oppressed go free; to break off every yoke. It is to share your bread with the hungry, and to take the 

wretched poor into your home; when you see the naked, to clothe him, And not to ignore your own kin. 

Isaiah 58:6-7 

1. Many of us do not feel like we can literally bring our neighboring poor into our homes. How can 

we translate Isaiah’s charge into our lives, and address the needs of the homeless and housing 

insecure? 

2. In 1983, Congregation Rodeph Sholom established a homeless shelter in our building. What does 

it mean to be part of a community that brings our neighbors into our synagogue home?  

3. Beyond our own families and even our CRS building, how can we make systemic changes to 

eliminate housing insecurity in NYC?  

4. Learn more: Coalition for the Homeless, Citizens’ Committee for Children, WIN 

 

Education Justice NYC 

Rabbi Tarfon and some elders were reclining in an upper chamber in the house of Nitza in Lod when 

this question came up: Which is greater, study or action? Rabbi Tarfon spoke up and said: Action is 

greater. Rabbi Akiva spoke up and said: Study is greater. The others then spoke up and said: Study is 

greater because it leads to action.  Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 40b 

1. Who do you agree with, Rabbi Tarfon or Rabbi Akiva? Why? 

2. Watch the video on culturally responsive education. Whose stories are missing from our schools? 

Who might feel invisible in the New York City school system? How can we make them feel 

seen? 

3. How is school discipline related to educational injustice?  What are better ways to handle 

struggling students? 

4. How can we as fellow New Yorkers advocate for more just schools, and more culturally 

responsive curricula? 

5. Learn more: NYC Coalition for Educational Justice, Children’s Defense Fund - NY 

 

https://www.wscah.org/
https://mazon.org/
https://www.cityharvest.org/
https://www.foodbanknyc.org/
https://www.foodbanknyc.org/
https://rodephsholom.org/media_post/crs-homeless-shelter/
https://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/
https://cccnewyork.org/
https://winnyc.org/the-homelessness-crisis/
https://www.nyccej.org/
https://cdfny.org/policy/policy-priorities/education-justice/

