
On this 175th anniversary we thank you, O Eternal, 
maker of the universe, for the blessings of our heritage 
and the strength of our sacred community.

We REMEMBER and celebrate the vision of our ancestors 
who have guided us to this incredible moment.

 

They brought us to this beautiful building and to the 
Reform Movement which emphasizes faith, learning and 
social justice.

We REJOICE in all of our members who have celebrated 
the most sacred events of life in your holy space.

We RENEW our covenant with you, O God. Through 
our faith we will help people of all faiths find well being, 
dignity and joy.

Give us the courage to envision the world as it could be, 
while many others conspire to keep the world as it is. 

Grant us strength to partner with You, O God, ensuring 
that through your truths we will work toward a world of 
harmony and justice.

This night we celebrate our pride in Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom, pursuers of well being, advocates for peace.

Tonight we affirm: We are proud to be Rodeph Sholom!
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I am pleased to join in celebrating your 175th anniversary.

Throughout our Nation’s history, places of worship have brought us together in the spirit of faith and love.  
Offering space for celebration in times of joy, and comfort in times of uncertainty, they help foster a strong 
sense of community and call on us to meet life’s most sacred responsibility—to give of ourselves in service 
to others.

As you mark this special milestone, I hope you take pride in your community’s commitment to faith.  May 
the years ahead be filled with continued blessings.

—President Barack Obama

Since 1842, Rodeph Sholom has served the spiritual, cultural and social needs of its membership and 
fostered a greater appreciation of the Jewish identity while encouraging charity, unity and friendship. The 
congregation has done this through three moves and innumerable historic events.  This well-respected and 
thriving shul plays an important role in the history of the Jewish Reform movement.  

On behalf of all New Yorkers, I congratulate Rabbi Robert N. Levine and the leadership and membership 
of Congregation Rodeph Sholom on this exciting benchmark anniversary.  I commend everyone affiliated 
with Congregation Rodeph Sholom for their generous support and dedicated involvement in the 
community of the Upper West Side of Manhattan.

—Governor Andrew M. Cuomo

The Buildings of Congregation Rodeph Sholom
—Architectural History Professor Andrew Dolkart 

In the midst of Congregation Rodeph Sholom’s 175th anniversary celebration, it is appropriate that we 
remember one of the key events in the synagogue’s history – the Congregation’s decision in 1926 to sell its 
East Side home and build anew on the Upper West Side. The result of the decision was the construction 
of the magnificent sanctuary, inaugurated in 1930, in which you are worshiping. This move across town 
from Lexington Avenue and 63rd Street to 83rd Street off Central Park West is a result of the fact that by 
the 1920s the Upper West Side had become the favored neighborhood for middle- and upper-middle-class 
Jewish New Yorkers.

Rodeph Sholom purchased a wide lot on which to erect a sanctuary and community house and 
commissioned a design from architect Charles B. Meyers. Although Meyers designed several other 
synagogues, most of his work consists of loft buildings for garment manufacturers. For the street frontage of 
Rodeph Sholom, Meyers designed a massive limestone building in an adaptation of 11th- and 12th-century 
Romanesque architecture. The relative austerity of the exterior is a dramatic contrast to the vast, richly-
colored space of the sanctuary. The sanctuary is very much a space of its time. The enormous volume would 
not have been possible without steel construction; the angled walls that support the ceiling were a popular 
Art Deco motif; and the zigzag details and stylized, geometric decoration were the height of fashion.

The sanctuary seats 1,320 people without hierarchy – there is no best seat in the house. The walls are plaster, 
subtly painted to resemble stone blocks. The muted walls contrast with the treatment of the ceiling with 
its beams and domes filled with colorful stars, vines, sunbursts, and other details. The entire focus is on 
the bimah, framed by an ornate stone arch, with pierced screens and a glowing half dome, with complex 
ornament, supported by a series of colorful columns made of scagliola, the ancient technique of modeling 
stucco in imitation of marble.

Appropriately, the most glorious feature of the sanctuary is the ark. Marble columns and pilasters, and 
colorful mosaics surround the doors, a masterpiece by Oscar Bach, one of America’s greatest craftsmen in 
metal. Bach’s tour-de-force combines bronze, steel, wrought iron, sterling silver, copper, and blue-green 
enameled hammered iron sheets in the creation of twenty delicately-detailed symbolic scenes. The pair of 
menorahs that Bach designed, located to either side of the bimah, echo features of the ark. The mosaics on 
the ark and the Star of David on the original altar (the one to the left) were manufactured by the Ravenna 
Mosaic Works, a company based in Berlin, with an office in New York, that created some of the city’s finest 
mosaics of the era.

Rodeph Sholom’s sanctuary is one of the great spaces of New York. American Hebrew magazine was correct 
when it reviewed the new building and declared that this is “a triumph of rare architectural beauty.”  

New York’s faith communities are an important part of the fabric of our city, and they strengthen our 
neighborhoods by providing guidance and bringing people together for times of fellowship and worship. 
Since 1842, Congregation Rodeph Sholom has stood as a steadfast pillar of leadership and support, 
providing a welcoming spiritual home for many and serving as a center of Jewish life and learning. This 
congregation has touched the lives of generations of New Yorkers, building a solid foundation for its 
members to grow closer in faith and pursue tikkun olam in the five boroughs and far beyond. CRS’s 
incredible legacy is a testament to its enduring commitment to forge a path to a better and brighter future, 
and I applaud all of its dedicated supporters for the indelible impact they have made by uniting and 
uplifting Jewish New Yorkers. 

On behalf of the City of New York, I offer my best wishes for a wonderful anniversary celebration and 
continued success. 

—Mayor Bill de Blasio
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