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Welcome!    ִאים רּוִכים ַהבָּ  בְּ
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Jewish education is one of the most precious gifts you will give your child.  From 
Judaism they will gain faith to sustain them in times of trouble and they will find a 
community in which to celebrate life’s successes.  Judaism will add meaning and 
depth to their lives and root their actions in values.  
   
The Religious School at Congregation Rodeph Sholom can help you give this great 
gift to your child.  Students in our school build close relationships with gifted 
teachers, who act as mentors and role models.  Our classroom time is filled with 
lively discussions, creative projects and engaging activities.   We continuously 
explore ways in which our students can be more engaged and active in finding their 
own path to learning.   
 
The core of our Judaica curriculum is built around the three pillars of Jewish life – 
Torah, Avodah (prayer) and G’milut Chasadim (deeds of lovingkindness).  Torah is 
the central text of Judaism—a place to learn about our ancestors and to guide our 
actions today.  Prayer is the heart of Jewish life, making up the rhythms and cycles 
of daily, weekly, holiday and life-cycle observance.  G’milut Chasadim is the 
actualization of Jewish values—the way we interact with the world and leave it a 
better place.   
  
Our Hebrew program not only prepares students for B’nai Mitzvah, but it is also the 
foundation for a lifetime of Jewish practice.  Students learn to connect with prayers 
and seek meaning in Jewish practice. 
  
Students pray regularly in services that allow them both to have spiritual 
experiences and to practice their Hebrew fluency.   
  
Our school could not be the warm, remarkable place that it is without our dedicated 
parents.  You are a role model to your children about how Jewish life is lived.  Your 
participation in school activities and your feedback on your family’s experience here 
helps us to continually refine our program.  Open communication is a cornerstone to 
the Religious School’s strength.  We look forward to getting to know your family 
and to working with you throughout the upcoming school year.  
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
  

Philosophy & 

Goals 

 
Inspire Ideas 

Instill Values 

Create Community 

--- 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Rodeph Sholom Religious School inspires a 

community of pre-kindergarten through 12th grade 

learners and thinkers to embrace Judaism with joy 

and to incorporate the teachings of Torah, prayer 

(avodah), and acts of lovingkindness (gemilut 

chasadim) in everyday life. 
 

We educate and shape the next generation of Jews in an 

inclusive, engaging environment in which students of all 

abilities develop a strong Jewish identity through an 

understanding of Biblical texts (the Tanakh), Hebrew 

language, and Jewish history and culture.  Our students 

learn to do ethical and ritual mitzvot and repair the world 

(tikkun olam) through participation in age-appropriate 

experiences with the goal of developing a lifelong 

connection with our congregation and the broader Jewish 

community.  We nurture faith through prayer, music and 

creative expression.  We encourage our children to form 

their own relationship with God, Torah and the people of 

Israel. 
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom Religious 

School Policy on Diversity  
 

The Rodeph Sholom Religious School strives to develop a strong, positive, joyful 

Jewish identity in all students while deeply respecting them in all their diversity 

and diverse backgrounds and family structures. It is important to our 

congregation that families who seek to enroll their children in our Religious 

School are raising and educating their children exclusively as Jews.  

 

Congregation Rodeph Sholom is a universally welcoming community to all who 

seek to draw closer to Judaism.  We therefore affirm the position of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis that “a child of one Jewish parent is under the 

presumption of Jewish descent. This presumption of the Jewish status of the 

offspring of any intermarried couple is to be established through appropriate 

and timely public and formal acts of identification with the Jewish faith and 

people. “ 

 

A family’s choosing Judaism exclusively as their children’s religious identity, 

does not preclude a sharing of a non-Jewish partner’s religious traditions. In 

fact, children should not be discouraged from occasionally accompanying 

non-Jewish family members to their worship services or from participating in 

extended-family holiday celebrations.  All non-Jewish parents should be free to 

share their cultural traditions and not be made to feel invisible in his or her 

child’s religious life. Participation in cultural and familial traditions should be 

distinguished from formal religious instruction. 

 

In keeping with the above statements, enrollment in our Religious School is 

open to: 
 Children who are raised and educated exclusively as Jews, and 

 Children who are not currently receiving formal education in another religion 

We expect that any child registered in our Religious School is being raised 

exclusively in the Jewish faith and that when there is more than one parent or 

guardian; this is the decision and commitment on the part of all adults 

responsible for the child.  We understand that for some families, coming to this 

decision may be a journey that can present challenges.  If you are struggling 

with this decision or uncertain of its implications, we urge you to speak with one 

of our clergy or the Director of Religious Education before registering your child 

in Religious School. 
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Jewish tradition has much to say about kindness. In fact, kindness, or chesed, is mentioned 245 
times in the Bible and we even learn that when God went to create Adam and the angels argued 
as to whether or not God should create people, the angels answered, “Let him be created 
because he will dispense acts of lovingkindness.” (Genesis Rabbah 8:5) We learn from this 
midrash that we owe our very existence to the fact that we should be kind. 
 

This year in Religious School, we are launching a Kindness & Wellness Campaign to increase 
kindness in the Religious School, in the CRS community, and in the larger community. Kindness 
starts with each of us as individuals. First, we need to build a community that values kindness 
and model for each other what kindness looks like. 
 

Expectations 
 

A warm, welcoming and kind community only results when students, parents, teachers, and 
Education and Youth staff are working together to implement the following: 

 Students have the responsibility to conduct themselves in a manner that is in the best 

interest of the Rodeph Sholom Religious School community and their fellow classmates.  

 Parents have a responsibility to help students develop positive attitudes toward learning 

and understand the importance of kind and respectful behavior in our community. 

 Teachers have a responsibility to develop and encourage positive and kind behavior 

through teaching, classroom management and the relationships they build with the 

students.  

 The Education and Youth staff has a responsibility to provide a positive learning 

environment for our students and, therefore, is committed to holding all who are a part 

of the community to the expectations listed in the Brit Kehilah/Community Covenant.    

In addition to each individual class’s brit (covenant) which must be upheld, the Rodeph Sholom 
Religious School has several school-wide expectations (see Brit Kehilah below).   
 

Meeting Expectations 
 

When expectations are upheld we learn, thrive, and develop relationships within our CRS 
community in an environment of mutual respect where we foster the emotional and physical 
comfort of others. 
 

In cases where the classroom and/or Brit Kehilah expectations are not met: 

 Teachers will try to resolve any behavioral issues within the classroom.  

 If not successful, the Educational Administrators will address the student.  

 If behavior does not change, the parents will be contacted to immediately pick the 

student up from school.  

 If misbehavior continues, a meeting between the parent(s), student, educational 

administrator and Rabbi will ensue.   

Brit Kehilah/Community Covenant for 
Students & Parents 
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Brit Kehilah/Community Covenant to be signed by all students and parents: 
 

 Use kind words and kind actions - Use gender inclusive word choice when addressing 

others, invite others to sit at your table or next to you at tefillah, recognize the strengths 

of and complement others.  The tone and language I use can help create a culture of 

kindness. 

 Respect others - Listen to others openly, participate in all activities and follow 

directions.  Be polite and responsive. With these behaviors, I can foster the emotional 

and physical comfort of others.  

 Be caring and supportive of others - Offer your help, work cooperatively with others, 

include those who are left out, be an ally, check in if something seems wrong. I can build 

an inclusive community. 

 Be inclusive and accept others for their similarities and differences - Everyone belongs 

in our community. Our diversity is what makes us vibrant and strong.  I can learn from 

others. 

 Be mindful and present - Refrain from personal cell phone use.  Participate in all 

activities and programs.  My focus matters.  

 Bring any concerns to teachers/staff - We are here to help and support you. I have help. 

 Respect all spaces and property of CRS - Clean up after yourself and others, keep 

bathrooms neat and functioning, lend a helping hand to others whenever you are able. I 

am responsible for the spaces I use.  

I have read the above expectations and agree to abide by them.  
 

Student signature       Date 
 
I have read the above expectations with my child and support their enforcement.  
 

Parent signature       Date 
 
The Religious Education & Youth Staff and Clergy Team appreciate you signing and 
upholding this Brit Kehilah/Community Convenant.    
 
Kerith Braunfeld  Rabbi Levine 
Marcia Stein   Rabbi Spratt 
Jessica Cohen  Rabbi Weitzman 
Dina Newman   Rabbi Karol 
Dan Strauss   Cantor Garfein 
Debbie Roldan  Cantor De Lowe 
Jordan Bland  
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Anti-Bullying Statement 
 

"What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow: this is the whole Torah; 
(Shab. 31a) Hillel-the Elder 

 
Congregation Rodeph Sholom Religious School is a No-Bullying Zone 
At Religious School we have no tolerance for bullying of any kind. We train our staff to identify 
bullying, and report such incidences immediately to the administration, who will address those on 
a case by case basis.  We also talk to our students about bullying, what to do when they feel they 
are being bullied, what to do when they witness bullying, and how bullying has no place at the 
Religious School. 
 
We also teach our students how to respond to unpleasant situations that may not be classified as 
“bullying”, and how to differentiate between the two. 
 
What is bullying? 
Bullying is when one person deliberately and repeatedly intimidates or harms another. 
Bullying can appear in many different ways: 
 
Physical hitting, kicking, shoving, mean hand gestures 
Verbal  teasing, taunting, name calling, threatening remarks, spreading rumors 
Indirect excluding or intentionally leaving a person out, getting someone else to bully 

another person, gossiping 
Cyber using technology to threaten, insult or harass 
 
What is not bullying? 
Sometimes students confuse other behaviors with bullying. No doubt, students will say things to 
one another which can be mean or hurtful, and whether these things are said intentionally or 
unintentionally, they still hurt. No doubt students will push one another in play or shove to be first 
in line. Here too, whether these behaviors are intentional or unintentional, they still hurt. However, 
sometimes children use poor judgment and say mean things, and sometimes they push one 
another, but these actions don’t make them bullies. Only when these behaviors are repeated again 
and again, and targeted at the same child, is it bullying. 
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 Religious Education 

and Youth Staff  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Religious Education 
and Youth  
Kerith Braunfeld 
Phone: (646) 454-3080                         
E-mail kbraunfeld@crsnyc.org 
 
 
Sr. Associate Director of  
Religious Education and Youth 
Marcia Stein 
Phone: (646) 454-3086 
E-mail mstein@crsnyc.org 
 
     
Assistant Director of 
Religious Education 
Jessica Cohen 
 Phone: (646) 454-3082 
 E-mail jcohen@crsnyc.org 
 

 
 
Religious Education and Youth  
Office Coordinator 
Debbie Roldan 
Phone: (646) 454-3085 
E-mail droldan@crsnyc.org    
        
 

Associate Director of  Youth 
Engagement 
Dina Newman 
Phone: (646) 454-3083 
E-mail dnewman@crsnyc.org  

 
 
Assistant Director of Teen 
Engagement 
Daniel Strauss 
Phone: 646-454-3081 
E-mail dstrauss@crsnyc.org 

 

 
Religious Education and Youth 
Administrative Assistant 
Jordan Bland 
Phone: (646) 454-3087  
E-mail jbland@crsnyc.org 
 
 
Family B’nai Mitzvah Program 
Administrator 
Rachel Dulitz  
Phone: (646) 454-3197 
E-mail rdulitz@crsnyc.org 
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Education Theme for 2018 – 2019 
 

“Love Kindness-אֲַֽהַבת ֶחֶסד" 

 
If you ask me what the main goal is of our Religious School, you might expect to hear, so that children 
can learn about their heritage and develop a strong Jewish identity. While this is certainly true, in 
days of late it would not be the first thing I would say. First and foremost, we need to make sure that 
we are preparing our children and teens to succeed amidst the world within which they are growing. 
They need to be healthy and happy and know how to navigate this world before they can form their 
personal identity and recognize their purpose. They will learn that Judaism has much to say about all 
of this. 
 
These are challenging times. Our children and teens are growing up in a world where they feel more 
tension personally and globally than any of us have experienced in a long time. They have the added 
pressure of living life with social media; a constant lens to the larger world, causing them to have to 
process information that comes in and deciding what they need to put out. The same social media 
that gives them access to increased knowledge and the larger world also causes a lack of 
interpersonal skills and recognition of boundaries; it can even lead to cyberbullying. In a day and age 
when words harm so deeply, when there is so much conflict and discontent, starting with our own 
language and actions, making sure we are kind is the only way we are going to effectuate change. 
 
Jewish tradition has much to say about kindness. In fact, kindness, or chesed, is mentioned 245 times 
in the Bible and we even learn that when God went to create Adam and the angels argued as to 
whether or not God should create people, the angels answered, “Let him be created because he will 
dispense acts of lovingkindness.” (Genesis Rabbah 8:5) We learn from this midrash that we owe our 
very existence to the fact that we should be kind. 
 
This year in Religious School, we are launching a Kindness & Wellness Campaign. This goal to 
increase kindness in the Religious School, in the CRS community, and in the larger community starts 
with each of us as individuals. First, we need to build the kindest community and model for each 
other what kindness looks like. We’ll do this in a variety of ways. We’ve created a Brit Kehilah, a 
Community Covenant that students and parents will sign and uphold. Lessons about kindness, self-
care, mental health and wellness will be integrated into each grade’s curriculum, into Tefillah 
(prayer services) and classrooms through mindfulness moments, through a print campaign of 
kindness quotes and posters around the school, through our continuing teen/parent mental health 
series, and through a number of other ways. Our hope is that our children will internalize Jewish 
values and recognize their role in making this world a better place in order to cultivate a culture of 
kindness. 
 
In a time when we might feel hopeless, we will respond with kindness. Our tradition mandates this 
and we will heed the call to, “Do justice, love chesed (kindness), and walk humbly with your God.” 
(Micah 6:8) 

We are looking forward to another exciting year in Religious School and wish you Shanah Tovah, a 
year full of blessings, renewal of faith, spirit and soul. 

נֹוט  הָבֹוט!  הֹו

Kerith  
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B’nai Mitzvah @ CRS 
In order for our families to have a meaningful B’nai Mitzvah experience it is 

important that they are part of our community for a number of years leading up 

to this milestone. We want to have time to get to know your family and for you to 

get to know us…our clergy, services, educators and programs. We also view the 

B’nai Mitzvah as a family experience, one during which families need the time to 

learn together, reflect, and communicate open and honestly with each other. 

Through our Family B’nai Mitzvah Program sessions (FBMP) families spanning the 

4th – 7th grades are afforded this opportunity. 

B’nai Mitzvah Eligibility 

Students are required to complete a minimum of three consecutive years of 

Religious School beginning in 4th grade immediately prior to and including the 

entire B’nai Mitzvah year.   Families whose children enter the Religious School 

after the fourth grade must make special arrangements with the Director of 

Religious Education to meet grade-level requirements and the B’nai Mitzvah 

date may be delayed. Students who have attended another accredited 

Religious School prior to arriving at Congregation Rodeph Sholom are eligible for 

B’nai Mitzvah, provided all requirements have been satisfied. Students leaving 

the Rodeph Sholom School before the date of their B’nai Mitzvah need to join 

the Religious School program.  

Any questions relating to B’nai Mitzvah should be directed to Rachel Dulitz, our 

Family B’nai Mitzvah Program Administrator.  She can be reached at 

bnaimitzvah@crsnyc.org or at 646-454-3197.  B’nai Mitzvah dates are 

coordinated by Gail Becker, the B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator, at 646-454-3022.  

Students must be enrolled in and attending a Congregation Rodeph Sholom 

School to keep their B’nai Mitzvah date on the calendar. 

 

Family B’nai Mitzvah Program (FBMP) 
We are excited for our families to participate in this program spanning the 4th-7th 

grade years that represents an essential part of the B’nai Mitzvah process.  The 

program is designed to help families deepen their understanding of the B’nai 

Mitzvah experience, forge relationships with other CRS families, and develop 

close connections with our clergy.  In addition, students engage in mitzvah work 

within Rodeph Sholom and the larger community and families study their child’s 

Torah portion in depth with our clergy members.  To become B’nai Mitzvah 

means to join the Jewish community with all the responsibility and commitment it 

entails.  These Family B’nai Mitzvah sessions are a part of this commitment and 

are required for each family (student and at least one parent).  

 

mailto:bnaimitzvah@crsnyc.org
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The school committee, along with the rabbinic and educational 

staff agrees that the Rodeph Sholom Religious School needs to be a 

two-day a week program in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade in order to be 

one of substance and meaning, one in which students truly feel a 

part of the CRS community.  Therefore, it is very important that your 

child make every attempt to attend regularly. 

 

Congregation Rodeph Sholom 

Requirements of B’nai Mitzvah 
 

1. All B’nai Mitzvah students must be registered in either the Religious School or 

Rodeph Sholom School for the academic year during which their B’nai Mitzvah 

occurs. 

 

2. Students must be enrolled in Religious School by the fourth grade. Rodeph 

Sholom School students must enroll in the Religious School upon leaving RSS. 

 

3.  Satisfactory attendance and efforts are expected throughout the student's 

enrollment in Religious School or at the Rodeph Sholom School. 

 

4. It is our goal to make the B’nai Mitzvah ceremony a meaningful ritual for your 

entire family.  Attending several services at Rodeph Sholom on both Friday night 

and Saturday morning will ensure that all members of your family are 

comfortable with the rituals that surround the B’nai Mitzvah ceremony and the 

particular practices of our congregation. 

 

5.  Students and parents are required to attend all Family B’nai Mitzvah Program 

sessions that span the 4th – 7th  grade years leading up to the B’nai Mitzvah date. 

6. Students are required to be involved in community service/Mitzvah work leading 

up to B’nai Mitzvah. The value of "living what we learn" is very important to the 

synagogue, the school and Jewish tradition. 

 

7. The B’nai Mitzvah fee and any financial obligation to Congregation Rodeph 

Sholom must be fulfilled before B’nai Mitzvah training can begin.  

 

8. B’nai Mitzvah is not the end of a student's Jewish education. Students are 

expected to continue through their Confirmation in 10th grade and Graduation 

in 12th grade. 

 

Exceptions to any of the above specified requirements must be approved by the Rabbi 

and Director of the school.   

 

Please click here for B’nai Mitzvah Frequently Asked Questions  

https://rodephsholom.org/112017fambnaimitzpro/faq/
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STUDENT AND PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
"Make your study of Torah a fixed habit, say little and do much and greet all people with a cheerful 
smile"  - Shammai 
 

 Parent/Student Visits 
Parent visitation Parents are encouraged to visit our classrooms at any time. All you need to do 
is call the Religious School office in advance to let us know that you are coming. 
 

Student visitation For security reasons we cannot allow children who are not registered in 
Religious School to visit in our classrooms. Guests who do arrive at our school will be asked to 
be picked up immediately. 
 

Regular attendance 
Your child's regular attendance is the largest indicator of his or her success in Religious School. 
We understand the time constraints that busy families face, however we ask that you make 
school a priority. The time we are given to teach is so limited, that we must ask you to be 
certain that your child attends regularly. If a student is absent for more than 25% of all classes in 
a year, that year will not be able to count toward the requirement of completing three full years 
of school prior to B’nai Mitzvah. 
 
Dress code 
Students are expected to dress appropriately for Religious School. Good taste, with the 
consideration that they are entering a religious institution - their synagogue - is vital for the 
promotion of respect and decorum. 
 
Student behavior 
The attitude that your child brings to Religious School is of consummate importance. Respect 
for fellow students, as well as teachers, is a central element in the educational process in our 
Religious School. Disruptive behavior and lack of respect will not be tolerated. 
 
Respect for property 
Respect for property should be an unspoken understanding of all of our students. Although we 
do not expect such occurrences to take place, parents will be responsible for any damage done 
to the synagogue by their children. 
 
No food or drink                 
No outside food or drink will be allowed into the classroom areas. Snacks are provided to 
students before school in Kif Kef and during school.  Remember - we are a NUT-SENSITIVE 
SCHOOL             
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

 
Early Dismissal 
The safety of your children during Religious School dismissal is of utmost importance to 
us. If a student needs to leave before regular dismissal time, a parent or caregiver needs 
to sign them out in the Religious School office.  No student will be permitted to leave 
the premises on their own before dismissal.  Also, students arriving early to school are 
expected to enter the building and proceed straight to the supervised “Before School” 
Kif-Kef location. 
 
 
Behavior 
The teachers and students write a class brit, covenant, with the behavioral expectations 
for their classroom community. If a student chooses to display unacceptable behavior, 
they will be sent to the Director for a conference.  If unacceptable behavior occurs 
again, the parent(s) will be informed and asked for cooperation in solving the problem. 
Inappropriate behavior shall be defined as any behavior that disrupts either the teacher's 
right to teach or any other student's right to learn. 
 
 
Communication 
We encourage an open flow of communication between home and school.   Toward the 
beginning of each school year you will receive a roster of the students in your child's 
class. Also, feel free to contact the school Director or the Sr. Associate Director, if you 
have any questions about your child's education. You can expect to get a weekly e-mail 
update from your child's Jewish Studies teacher detailing class projects, what children 
are learning and upcoming events.   
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Lewis Steinman 
Educating Jewish Children with Special Needs 

 
 “Educate Every Child According to his Way” 

(Proverbs 22:6) 

 
 

All children are capable of receiving a Jewish education according to their 
capabilities and deserve to learn about their Jewish heritage and share our rich 
history and lifestyle. 
  
The Rodeph Sholom Religious School is in the unique position to offer Jewish 
Education in a synagogue setting for students with special needs. 
  
This is made possible through a generous grant from the Steinman family and the 
Rudin Foundation in memory of Lewis Steinman. 
 
  

The Lewis Steinman Center 
  

The Steinman program provides a supportive environment for our learners with 
special needs. By providing multiple classroom scenarios with slightly different 
identities, we are able to accommodate children of diverse learning needs.  
 
Our self-contained classes are taught by teachers with special education training 
and provide a smaller class size as well as a lower student to teacher ratio than our 
typical classes. 
 
In addition, for children who need one on one attention, we are able to provide 
some or all of their class time in a one on one setting. One on one attention can be in 
the form of tutoring outside of the classroom, as well as "push in" support for a 
student to have an adult working one on one with them inside the classroom. 
 
All of these options are held on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
We are also able to provide a B’nai Mitzvah experience for students and their 
families, in addition to offering post-B’nai Mitzvah programming for our students 
with different needs. 
 
 
For more information please contact the Director, Kerith Braunfeld at  
646-454-3080.  
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Kif Kef Before-School Program 

Ever wonder what your child should do during the hour 

between school and Religious School? We have a solution: 
The “Kif Kef” program at the Rodeph Sholom Religious School! 

Join us for an hour of theme-based, informal, fun and educational 

programming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who:  

This program is open to all students in grades K‐12 who arrive 

early 

When:  

From 3:00pm‐4:00pm on the days your child attends Religious 

School 

(4:00pm‐5:00pm for grades 7‐12) 

Where:  

Grades K‐1 meet in the Music Room, 84th Street building 

Grades 2‐6 meet on the 5th floor, 83rd Street building 

Grades 7‐12 meet in our Youth Lounge, 5th floor, 83rd street 

building 

What:  

Kif-Kef is a fun and thought-provoking array of informal, 

educational programming. Students are introduced to a 

theme and then there is a follow up game, craft, or mitzvah 

project. Students may choose to work on homework or 

participate in the follow up activity, while eating snacks*. 

Cost:  

FREE!!!  *A complimentary snack is provided. Students in grades 

2‐6 have the option of purchasing additional inexpensive 

snack.  

Questions? Contact the Religious School office at 646.454.3085 
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Parent/Child Jewish Adventures for 3-4 Year olds 

 

AND  

 

Kindergarten Jewish Adventures @ CRS 

Parent/Child Jewish Adventures for 3-4 year olds   
 
Thursdays, 4:45-5:45 PM   
Bi Monthly: October 4, 25, November 1, 15, December 6, 20, January 10, 
24, February 7, 28, March 14, April 4 (12 sessions) 
Cost: $300 for members/$500 for non-members 
  
Families are Jewish explorers through cooking, storytelling, 
movement/yoga, and art while discovering and sharing Jewish holidays, 
rituals, and values and meeting new friends in this after-school program. 
Open to 3- and 4-year-olds with parent.  

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Jewish Adventures @CRS 
 
Thursdays, 3:45-4:45 PM 
Bi- Monthly: October 4, 25, November 1, 15, December 6, 20     (6 
sessions)  
Cost: $150 for members/$250 for non-members 
  
Exciting Jewish adventures through stories, cooking, art  and yoga. Make 
friends, explore Jewish values and holidays, and have fun!  For children 
only.  
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Nitzanim Kindergarten &  

First Grade Program  

 

Participating in the unique Rodeph Sholom Nitzanim* Learning Center Program, 

your child will embark on a journey into the world of Jewish learning and 

discovery, wonder and excitement, spiritual growth and social development 

within the nurturing environment of our congregation.        
 

*Nitzanim-Hebrew for flower buds 
 

1st Grade begins our formalized Hebrew program which is taught through a 

systematic decoding program called PHD (Phonetic Hebrew Decoding) and 

the development of basic vocabulary. 

 

  
 
Timing: Classes meet on WEDNESDAYS from 4:00PM-6:00PM 

 

The learning center program is designed to engage your child with interactive 

experiences as teachers guide them through a variety of activities and materials in 

the centers that target multiple learning styles (visual, oral, auditory, and 

kinesthetic). 

 

The structure of the program includes: 

Mifgash - Group Meeting: weekly rituals including weather, Alef-Bet Yoga, tefillah 

(prayer), songs, and an introduction of concepts and learning centers for the day. 

Mercazim - Center Time: Rotation through various centers: Hebrew each week with 

others alternating throughout the year (examples include bible, spirituality, 

holidays, games & tikkun olam- repairing the world)  

Chatif: Snack 

Musika: Music with our song leader 

Aruchat Erev- Dinner: Students learn the blessings and enjoy a meal with friends. 

Mishpachah-Family Connections:Take home bags with learning activities for families 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ever wonder what your child should do during the hour between school and 

Religious School? We have a solution: 

The “Kif Kef” program at the Rodeph Sholom Religious School!! Join us for an hour 

of theme-based informal, fun and educational programming. 
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Timing: Classes meet on MONDAYS from 4:00PM-6:00PM 

Daily Schedule: T’fillah(Prayer)/Storytelling/Music 

     Snack – Question of the Day 

     Jewish Studies  

     Dinner 

     Hebrew 

 

 

PHD Hebrew Study in 2nd & 3rd Grade 

The Hebrew language is taught through a systematic and individualized 

decoding program called PHD (Phonetic Hebrew Decoding) and the 

development of basic vocabulary. 

 

 

 

2nd Grade 

 

Students study selections from the Torah and begin to learn the various values 

taught by the Biblical personalities while exploring connections to their own 

lives today. A conceptual and experiential approach is used in order to teach 

and experience the Jewish holidays. 

 

 

 

Special Projects:  

 
 My Torah Commentary: Students 

create a personal Torah 

commentary through response 

opportunities to stories in the first 

book of the Torah, Genesis, which 

they read throughout the year.  

 

 

 2nd Grade Community Haggadah 

Project: All classes work on a few 

steps of the seder through photo, 

written, and artistic expression 

which is then compiled with at-

home experiences to incorporate 

during a family Passover 

celebration.  

 

 

 

Questions? 

Contact Marcia Stein at:  mstein@crsnyc.org or 646-454-3086 

 

 

 

86 

mailto:mstein@crsnyc.org
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3rd Grade 

 

How can Bible and Jewish Holidays be relevant and meaningful 

to my life as a 3rd grader? To answer this question the students 

will study Bible and Jewish Holidays through the lens of Jewish 

values and how we can become our best selves, a mensch 

(Yiddish for a good person). Through group work and individual 

journaling the students will discover connections between these 

stories and their own lives.  We are called to make choices 

every day on how to treat ourselves and others and through our 

study of Jewish tradition, text, and wisdom we will search for the 

answers to the question, “How can I be a mensch and act on 

these values that I learn?”  

 
Special Projects:  
   

 Bringing Torah into My Life 

Project:  

Our study will be documented 

throughout the year in our 

journals. Towards the end of 

the year we will work in groups 

to create a presentation of 

how we, like those in the Torah 

and in history, can live the 

values in our world today.   

 

 Israel Brochure Project: 

Students explore Israel through 

answering the questions, Why 

do we want go there? What 

will we be seeing? What has 

happened there in history? 

Research and discussion will 

culminate in the creation of 

their own travel brochures. 

 
 

 

 

 

Questions? 

Contact Marcia Stein at:  mstein@crsnyc.org or 646-454-3086 

 

 

 

86 

 

mailto:mstein@crsnyc.org
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4th-6th Grade 

Highlights  

Timing: Classes meet on MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS from  

4:00PM-6:15PM 

Daily Schedule: Hebrew  

     Interest Based Jewish Studies 

     Tefillah (Prayer) on Wednesdays  

 

Tefillah (Prayer)/Hebrew Study in 4th-6th Grade 

In 4th through 6th grade, students engage in the study of the prayers used in the 

synagogue and establish fluency in Hebrew reading. These skills will enrich their 

synagogue experience and further develop their connection to the Jewish 

people through prayer. Students who successfully complete the Hebrew 

Contract program, an individualized program that teaches students a general 

understanding of the Shabbat and holiday prayers and blessings and how to 

read them fluently, will enter our Ulpan class to study Modern Hebrew.  

 

Jewish Holidays in 4th-6th Grade 

In 4th through 6th grade, students will have the opportunity to both learn about 

and celebrate Jewish holidays. 

 

 

 



 22 

NEW! Interest-Based 
Jewish Studies Program 

4th/5th Grade 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Semester 1 Theme – Sacred Wellness/Prayer: What is prayer? How is prayer 

relevant to our lives today? What does it mean to pray to God and what prayers 

do each of us connect to? The first semester addresses all of these questions and 

more. 
 

 

Interest-Based Classes Offered: 
 

 Comics and the Siddur: Explore prayer through a graphic novel genre. 

 Visual Arts: Explore prayer through visual arts techniques such as micrography, painting, 

drawing and analyzing art. 

 Music/Creative Writing: Explore prayer through music and creative writing activities such as 

analyzing and interpreting lyrics/poetry, creative writing of prayers, experiencing a drum 

circle, and listening to different melodies of prayers. 

 Yoga/Movement/Games: Explore prayer through yoga, movement exercises and various 

games. 

Semester 2 Theme – Living Jewish History: This semester begins with a study of the 

history that led our ancestors to become the great nation and civilization that we 

are today. This look back at our history highlights the important role that each 

one of our ancestors played in this exceptional journey. Students discover how 

they fit into the larger picture of the Jewish people by choosing an artifact that 

describes their family’s Jewish story.  This project culminates with an in-house and 

online exhibit of the objects to which parents are invited, a Living Museum. 

 
Interest-Based Classes Offered: 

 
 Culinary Arts: Explore Jewish history through tasting, cooking, learning about and 

researching food and culture.  

 Visual Arts: Explore Jewish history through visual arts techniques such as micrography, 

painting, sculpture, drawing and analyzing art. 

 Drama/Improv/Games: Explore Jewish history through active games, improvisation, role 

play and skits. 

Questions? 

Contact Jessica Cohen at: jcohen@crsnyc.org 

Students choose one interest-based Jewish Studies class for each 

semester. All classes will focus on the same theme and will 

approach that theme through a different modality. Students will 

work on hands-on projects to depict their knowledge and 

understanding of each subject area. Mutual friend requests will be 

honored in Jewish Studies classes. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jcohen@crsnyc.org
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6th Grade 
 

Students choose one interest-based Jewish Studies class for the 

year based on the theme: the State of Israel. All classes will 

focus on the same theme and will approach that theme 

through a different modality. Students will work on hands-on 

projects to depict their knowledge and understanding of each 

subject area. All 6th Grade students will also rotate through our 

Trope and Study and Action classes, which are part of the 

Family B’nai Mitzvah Program (FBMP). Mutual friend requests will 

be honored in Jewish Studies classes. 
 
The State of Israel and Me: In this unit, students cover a variety of topics all while 

focusing on their own personal connection to Israel. They begin by exploring the 

nations that ruled over Israel during different historical periods and end with 

studying about Israel in the current day. Students learn about events that led to 

the establishment of the State of Israel, converse with a former IDF soldier to learn 

how the IDF functions to protect Israel’s citizens, discover organizations that are 

working toward peace today, and much more. 
 

Interest-Based Classes Offered: 

 
 Culinary Arts: Explore Israel through tasting, cooking, learning about and researching food 

and culture. 

 Building/Movement: Explore Israel through active games and building activities, such as 

creating sculptures and 3-D models. 

 Comics/Visual Arts: Explore Israel through visual arts techniques such as micrography, 

painting, sculpture, drawing and analyzing art. 

 Through the Jewish Lens: Explore Israel by analyzing and creating short films and through 

photography and debate. 

 

Trope: Students begin to learn Cantillation from the Cantors themselves in 

preparation for their B’nai Mitzvah and knowing the life - long skill of chanting 

Torah. Students will highlight this new knowledge at the 6th grade Torah siyum 

(parent program). 

 

Study and Action: Students learn about tzedakah (righteous giving), answering 

questions such as, “Why do we give, Where do we give, and How do we give?” 

Then, in partnership with Teen Impact Projects (TIP), classes plan a mitzvah 

project that they implement and then reflect upon. The TIP program builds 

community leaders through service. Participation in this unit fulfills the Community 

Mitzvah Project toward B’nai Mitzvah at CRS.  

Questions? 

Contact Jessica Cohen at: jcohen@crsnyc.org 
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7th-12th Grade Highlights 

Teen Experiences @ CRS 

 

Tuesday Night! (5:00pm – 7:00pm) 
Tuesday Nights provide our 7th-12th graders with an opportunity to be 
together for a social and educational program that inspires them to be 
involved in Jewish life. They’ll have a chance to engage in more intimate 
learning time with our clergy and outstanding educators. Over the course of 
our program, teens experience Jewish life in new, exciting and relatable ways.  
 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade:  
Doing Jewish, BEING B’nai Mitzvah YOUR WAY 
In this exciting year our 7th graders will build on their 
past learning, preparing for the B’nai Mitzvah process 
and exploring their status change to an adult in the 
Jewish community. Students will choose an elective 
course that will take them outside the box of 
conventional Jewish studies to model how the Jewish 
faith they share with generations past can be relevant, 
engaging and meaningful at this age.  Classes employ 
experiential, hands-on lessons delving into how we 
talk about God, the meaning of prayer, the laws & 
rituals of the Jewish people and taking it all in to form 
their own Jewish identities as they explore coming of 
age in the Jewish faith.  All this and more, through the 
very topic area your teen is most passionate about.  
This year’s electives include: Entertaining Jewish: 
TV, Movies & Jews, Shalom Sports, Jewlicious: A 
Taste of Judaism, and Jew.0: Video Games & Tech. 
 
Cup of Joe & 5 Books of Mo* 
As part of our 7th grade program, once a month, 
students venture out to local coffee shops and dessert 
venues for a fun snack and a pop culture infused 
discussion of the weekly Torah portion.  They will 
experience the Torah like never before and enjoy their 
first drink or snack on us! To sign your teen up, click 
here for more information. 
 
*inspired by Beit-RJ 
 

 

 

 

https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/Cup20of20Joe20HEBREWSITflier.pdf
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8th Grade: Change the Community, Change the World 

Taught by: Jessica Cohen, Assistant Director of Religious 

Education 
Coming off of an exciting and extremely powerful year of preparing to become B’nai Mitzvah, 8th 
grade is a year for us to reflect on the tools we have been taught up until now, and how we can 
apply them to different communities. 8th grade is a new journey and a pivotal year here at CRS 
to take action and “give back,” gain stronger leadership skills, become a better you, and begin 
the process of learning to make change. We even have the opportunity to take our skills and 
make a real difference on our 8th grade trip to New Orleans March 7 – 10, 2019.  Click here for 
more information.   
  

9th Grade: Speak Your Truth – A Year of Seeking and Searching 
Taught by: Rabbi Juliana Karol 
It’s a wild world, and we need leaders.  This will be a year of experiences intended to help you 
discover the truths of others and find the truths you carry.  Judaism will be our lens, and the 
world will be our subject.  We will learn with leaders of other faiths and denominations to find 
the heart of various religions and Judaism.  We will study with scientists and explore with artists, 
searching to see how truth inspires meaningful action in the world. We will travel to Washington 
D.C. and learn about our political process in the United States and our call to action as Reform 
Jews, and then craft lobbying speeches with legislative assistants before speaking our truth to 
our congressional representatives.  
For more information about the 9th grade trip to the Religious Action Center (RAC) in 
Washington DC, January 25-28, 2019, please click here.  
 

10th Grade Confirmation: Big Questions, Big Answers 

Taught by: Rabbi Greg Weitzman and Rabbi Ben Spratt 
This year is especially exciting and meaningful as it is your Confirmation year, the next major 
milestone in Jewish life after B’nai Mitzvah.  Working with our clergy, you will experience a year 
of exploration where you will wrestle with some of life's big questions, such as “Who am I? 
Where do I fit in? What do I stand for?” Discover your own answers as you experience a trip to 
Berlin, the birthplace of Reform Judaism and Rodeph Sholom’s roots, and in study sessions 
where three tracks are offered and you pick the one that suits you best.  Your year culminates at 
the Friday night June 7th Confirmation service and celebration.  For more information about 
the overall Confirmation Program, its different study tracks, and the trip to Berlin  
February 14 – 19, 2019, please click here.  
 

11th and 12th Grade: If Not Now When? Your Jewish Future! 

Taught by: Vanessa Harper, Rabbinic Intern & Dan Strauss, 

Assistant Director of Teen Engagement 
During the years leading up to the 11

th
 and 12

th
 grade, we guide you on how to ask important questions on topics 

like social justice, God, Judaism, your belief system, etc. Confirmation provides you with the tools to start seeking 
those answers for yourself. It’s your turn to ask the questions as you prepare for how you want to live a Jewish life 
away from your family and your CRS family. During these two years we will equip you with the best skills possible 
as you begin your journey. We will dissect Israel and its many complexities in addition to discussing important teen 
issues and life post-High School.  

 
 

https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/NOLA-application-info-final2019-1.pdf
https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/FULLRACpacketandmed.pdf
https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/Confirmation-Packet.pdf
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Post B’nai Mitzvah Paid CRS Internship  
(7th/8th Grade) 

 
 

Post-B’nai Mitzvah students can earn money through our PAID internship program while 
strengthening their resume and connection to the Jewish community! Students attend 3 
dinner meetings throughout the year and complete 25 hours of hands on work in one of 
the departments at CRS through one-hour-per-week sessions.  This work teaches 
students about networking and leadership skills that are essential for their future 
success.  For more information and for an application click here! 
 
 
 

Madrichim Program (School Assistants) 
(8th – 12th Grade)  
Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 3:50-6:15 pm 

 
8th – 12th graders have an opportunity to build community by working and helping in the 
Religious School.  These years are the most impactful for our Kindergartners through 6th 
graders, and our teens make a positive impact upon the children with whom they work.  
The program is a perfect way to contribute to CRS, allowing our teens to act as Jewish 
role models and leaders for our younger youth community.  Madrichim can support 
teachers in the classroom, teach Hebrew, plan for future Tefillot (prayer services), or 
song lead in music class.  Teens may choose to receive compensation or community 
service hours for their participation in the program. Click here for the application to 
participate.  

 

 

Questions? 
Contact: 

Dina Newman 646-454-3083 or dnewman@crsnyc.org for 2nd-7th grades 
Dan Strauss 646-454-3081 or dstrauss@crsnyc.org for 8th-12th grades 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/Internship-flyerapp1819-1.pdf
https://rodephsholom.org/cong-content/uploads/Madrichim-Packet-201718.pdf
mailto:dnewman@crsnyc.org
mailto:dstrauss@crsnyc.org
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Weekend Trips Your Child(ren) 

Won’t Want to Miss! 

 

 

 5th-6th grade Fall Conclave at Camp Kutz  

November 2 – 4, 2018 

 

 Teen Overnight 

November 2 – 3, 2018 

 

 8th grade trip to New Orleans  

March 7 – 10, 2019 

 

 9th-12th grade trip to Religious Action Center in 

Washington, DC  

January 25 – 28, 2019 

 

 10th Grade Confirmation trip to BERLIN 

February 14 – 19, 2019 
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Youth Groups 2nd -12th Grade (CRuSTY) 

 
Through fun events and thoughtful planning, youth and teens will have 
many opportunities to interact and engage in social and educational 
programs. CRS’ Youth Groups (CRuSTY) are safe places where social, 
emotional, and spiritual needs are nurtured.  Groups are divided by grade 
and provide a natural setting for learning about Jewish identity in 
innovative and creative ways.  At its heart, this program is a community 
builder. Children will deepen already existing relationships and create new 
friendships in a cool and exciting atmosphere. As participants mature and 
grow over the years, there are leadership opportunities within the teen 
Youth Group. We look forward to meeting you and your children at 
upcoming events this year! 
 

CRuSTY Groups  

 
CRuSTY 23 – 2nd & 3rd Grade 

 
CRuSTY 45 – 4th & 5th Grade 

 
CRuSTY 67 – 6th & 7th Grade 

 
Senior CRuSTY 8th – 12th Grade 
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Rodeph Sholom is committed to supporting families on their Jewish journey. Judaism enriches our 
lives with learning, ritual, values, community, connections with Israel, our heritage and so much 
more. At Rodeph Sholom, families have the opportunity to study, do mitzvah work, and celebrate 
Shabbat and holidays together. Children who see their parents attending classes and/ or 
participating in Jewish experiences recognize the value and importance of Judaism and Jewish living 
to the entire family. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  
       
  

 
 
 

Family Experiences 
 

 
Shabbat Dinners 
Join together with your friends (old & new) for a relaxing dinner after Shir Chadash services. No cooking needed…just 
relax and enjoy some family and adult schmooze time! Singing and activities for all ages! 
 
Consecration: November 9th (Dinner open to all families) 
April 12th 
May 17th after the Youth Service! 
 
Shabbat Across CRS   
Throughout the year CRS families can connect through Shabbat dinners in people’s homes! Families can either host or 
attend a dinner. 
 
Shir Chadash 
2nd Friday of the month, 6:00PM 
(December Shir Chadash will occur on December 7th to coincide with the CRS Chanukah latke party.) 
A lively musical song filled service led by our wonderful cantors and clergy/alongside our outstanding instrumentalists 
on keyboard, drums, guitar, and flute. 
 

Junior Congregation 
1st and 3rd Saturday of the month, 10:00 – 11:00AM 
September 16th – June 2nd (Ages 5 – 12 yrs./K– 6th grade)  
Rock through a Shabbat morning sevice that’s fun and meaningful for the whole family.  Kids lead prayers, chant Torah, 
and find their own voice in the CRS community; parents kvell, pray, chant, and sing.  
 

Family Supper in the Sukkah! 
Wednesday September 26th  
Celebrate Sukkot with us, enjoy supper in the sukkah, say the blessings, sing and join the annual Edible Sukkah 
competition!  
 
Minyan – Creating sacred community, where each person counts 
NEW THIS YEAR! We are piloting Minyan this year in response to parents expressing that they want to forge closer 
relationships with other parents/families in their child’s class/grade. 
 
Minyan, a new initiative here at Rodeph Sholom, one intended to help create small groups of belonging and 
connection within our vibrant congregation.  We want to create community that extends beyond the walls of CRS 
into every home, and expressions of Judaism that extend beyond holidays and worship into all the meaningful 
elements of life. This initiative reclaims an ancient model of community, in which a small group of 10 can create  
a sacred space and connection – Minyan. 
 
 
 

Questions? 
Contact Marcia Stein at:  mstein@crsnyc.org or 646-454-3086 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mstein@crsnyc.org
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What a Minyan is: 

 A Minyan is an intentional community of 8-12 people from Congregation Rodeph Sholom, whose members 
covenant to come together on a regular basis using Jewish wisdom to help create connection. A Minyan is 
time-limited, meeting monthly for 7-9 months, and uniquely crafted by the shammash (“ignitor”) of the 
group.  While each Minyan may be geared to different interests and passions, all Minyans have the same 
purpose: connection. 

PJ Library at CRS! (6months – 12 year olds) 
PJ Library (“PJ” for “pajamas”) program offers FREE high quality Jewish books and music each month to Jewish 
families with children ages 6 months to 8 or PJ Our Way for children ages 8 ½ - 12.  Click on the age group to 
sign up! 
 
PJ Challah for Hunger 
Ages 0-5 year olds 10:00 - 11:00am on the following Saturday mornings:  
October 13, November 10, December 8, January 12, February 9, March 9, April 13, May 11 
Hungry for other ways to share Shabbat? Once a month we follow Singin’ Swingin’ Shabbat with PJ Challah for 
Hunger. These challah baking experiences offer a social action opportunity for big and little hands.  In addition to 
storytelling and snacks, your family will braid two challahs – one for you to keep and one to give away to someone 
in need. 

 
Turkey Challenge  
After dismissal, walk with us to Gristedes on 86th & Broadway, purchase a turkey, drop it off at the West Side 
Campaign Against Hunger’s food pantry on that same block to provide a Thanksgiving meal to families who 
otherwise could not afford one.   Monday, November 19th   
 
Backpack Buddies   
Each 4th & 5th grade class and their parents will have the opportunity to participate in this program which provides 
food insecure children with a backpack full of food for the weekend. 
 
Mitzvah Day   
Religious School families will be preparing for and hosting a Halloween Party for children at the Lincoln Square 
Neighborhood Center, with the same children who will be receiving the backpacks of food we will be packing this 
year.  
Join us for this special day on Sunday, October 28th 1:30-3:00pm.   
  
WANTED: Parent Association Volunteers  
We believe that our parents are a wealth of talent, information and intelligence, and that you have something 
unique to share.    
 
We’d love for you to become involved! Contact Marcia Stein if you’d like to get involved with: 

 Shabbat Across CRS Dinner Host 

 Shabbat Dinners 

 Fundraisers 

 Family Programming 

 Backpack Buddies  

 Grade Representative 

We partner with parents to create initiatives that strengthen our community, increase social action, and encourage 
family study and celebration.   

Questions? 
Contact Marcia Stein at:  mstein@crsnyc.org or 646-454-3086 

 

Family Experiences Cont. 
 

https://pjlibrary.org/home
https://www.pjourway.org/
mailto:mstein@crsnyc.org
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What Our Families Are Saying… 

 
They both enjoyed the Conclave trip and always enjoy the thrill of completing Hebrew 
packets! 
 
My daughter’s favorite experiences are when teachers share personal stories that bring 
Jewish learning to life. 
 
A very nurturing environment where learning is very comfortable and encouraging 
 
The informative emails from my child’s teacher let us know what is being covered each 
week.   
 
The teachers have been great so every time dropping off and picking up my child was 
so happy and memorable for me. 
 
My son was happy and safe. 
 
I enjoy the milestone ceremonies; B’nai Mitzvah, Confirmation, Graduation. 
 
Watching our children gain confidence 
 
Our child was able to make so many wonderful new friends while also loving the 
learning of our religion.  
 
We love the sense of community and all of the activities that support community 
building.  
 
“In my view, the goals of connecting the kids more deeply to Judaism, their history, the 
meaning of Confirmation, AND THEMSELVES, were achieved beyond expectation. You 
gave them a trip they will undoubtedly cherish all their lives. Truly.” – A parent of a 10th 
grader on the Berlin trip 
 
“My son had an amazing time on the trip and came home animated and engaged and 
happy. It sounds like each activity was well thought-out, interesting and meaningful 
(and fun!).”  - Parent of an 8th grader on the NOLA trip 
 
Never hearing a complaint about having to go to Religious School and instead seeing 
my kids looking forward to it!  


