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A waman in our congregation once
shared with me her first High Holiday
experience. Brought to Rodeph Sholom
by a very good friend, she was fotally
unprepared for what happened to her.
When the shofar sounded, tears filled
her eyes. Turning to her Jeft, she
instantly sensed her friend’s intense emotional engagement
as well. Walking aut of the sanctuary, they compared their
experiences of the shofar. "You know,” her friend said, “when
 hear the sound of the shofar, | am instantly transported back
to the time when | would stand in the congregation with my
grandparents. Every time the shofar sounds, | relive my family
history and it feels wonderful.”

"We were hoth deeply affected by the shofar experience,
this new congregant told me, but, honestly, nty experience
was totally different. This was my first High Holiday. 1 am not
a Jew and therefore had no backlog of memories to summaon.
In my.mind | was being called by God that day to be someane
different, something more than | had been bafore. In a
strange way | knew that shofar call was forme.”

QOur congregation is filled with sericus searchers. Some
indead were born Jewish and want
to figure out what this history, :
heritage and faith mean to them.
Many are not born Jewish. Some
come sesking a spirituat life and want to know if Judaism
can provide an answer, Some are thinking of converting to
Judaism, whether on the road to marriage or not. Many other
membess have not coaverted, but have made a true
commitment ta raising a Jewish family and want to know
whether they are truly a part of this Jewish community.

Lock arcund carefulty during the High Holiday Services.
Hopefully, you will see a number of people that you know,
comforting familiar faces from year to year. Notice, as well,
hew many new faces there are and think about what this
High Holiday experience might mean for them. If they do not
have a multigenerational tie to the Jewish people, if they do
not have an ancestral Jewish family, chances are that they
will relate to their experience on purely religious terms. it is
quite likely for some that they will come looking for their
God, for what it is that God expects of them and therefore be
somewhat puzzled by those Jews whase primary
associations are more ethnic and cultural than religious.
What they certainly will want to know is whether this

Wil they be welcome? Can they, who have decided to be a
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For Whom the Shofar Sounds

.| knew that shofar
call was for me.

cangregation, this spiritual community, tan be home for them.

FROM THE RABBI'S STUDY

part of the Jewish eommunity, truly be embraced as members
of that communizy?

As your rabbi, my hepe is that all of us, clergy and
congregation alike, will do everything we can to embrace
those who have stepped forward and shawn a willingness to
make Congregation Rodeph Sholom their spiritual home. The
Torah has a clear term, ger, for someone who enters the
Jewish community and, in word and deed, decide that they
wish to be a part of the faith and fate of Israet. The Torah
says there shall be one law for the gerand for the native
Jew because they truly are a part of our community.

Surely you have noticed that those members of our
synagogue family whe indeed are members of Jewish
families have been welcomed in our congregation, welcomed
1o stand befose the Torah as well. But we will need o make
concrete policy where conviction and instinct has held sway.
Narcy Solomon, our Chairman of the Board and immediate
pasi President, will chair a special by-law committee on the
role of the non-Jew in Congregation Redeph Sholom.
Appointed by our president, Roger Melizer, this important
commities will ask the guestion of who ¢an be @ member of
Congregation Rodeph Sholom and what are the rights and
prerogatives of such
membership. For example, can
all members be buried in our
# 4 Union Field Cemetery?
Questions like these and many more will be raised and
answered, as we seek to become a community that is as
embracing of its members as its members have been of us.

The midrash asks the question, "How coufd six hundred
thousand people stand at the foot of Sinai, each individually
claiming to hear the commandment, [ am the Eternal, Thy
God?”

The midrash answers; it is as if God were 3 mirror. A
thousand people can look into Jt and each one see and hear
something a little bit different. On Sinai all felt that God
spoke to me personally and all heard according to their
capacity.

We will ali stand together this ysar to hear words of Torah
and to listen to the sound of the shofar, All of us will hear
them together, but they wilt resonate differently for each of
us. May we all be sensitive to that, as we try to build a true
community of those who are not so much the chosen peopie
but rather, the choosing peaple.

Gina, Judah, Ezra and Maya join me in wishing you a
healthy and fulfifling 5768,




