
shalom!

Join us for Shabbat  
Worship. Contact the  
Membership Department  
for further information  
about joining Congregation  
Rodeph Sholom at 
212.362.8800 x1317.  
Visit our website at  
www.rodephsholom.org 

We look forward to meeting you.

Congregation Rodeph Sholom7 West 83rd St. New York, N.Y. 10024-5201
tel: 212.362.8800 | fax: 212.877.6526 | web: rodephsholom.org



I would like to extend a personal welcome to you. 
Rodeph Sholom is a wonderful congregation,  
embodying a strong commitment to purposeful  
Jewish living and the pursuit of human dignity. 

Our congregation is a true community, excelling in meaningful worship,  

educational opportunities for all ages and social and tzedakah programs.  

We strive to be an extended family of people who care about each other  

and our community.

Rodeph Sholom has always sought to blend the teachings of our Jewish  

heritage with the best lessons of modern culture. We are proud of our  

beautiful worship services, our commitment to social action, and  

our emphasis on Jewish education for people of all ages. Rodeph  

Sholom was the first Reform congregation to open a Jewish Day School. 

Our schools, like our congregation, are flourishing.

Our Temple House and sanctuary, designed by the renowned architect  

Charles B. Meyers, was dedicated on Purim, March 1930. The architecture  

style follows the Romanesque styles of the 11th and 12th centuries.  

Beautiful, yet simple in design, the sanctuary enhances our sense of  

reverence, as attention is directed to the Ark housing our Torah scrolls  

and the engraved Hebrew words: “Know before whom you stand.”

Many of life’s most important milestones are  

commemorated in our synagogue, and I am  

privileged to be a part of them. Come share with  

us by joining the Rodeph Sholom family.

B’Shalom,
Rabbi Robert N. Levine, D.D.



While there are many opportunities to  
be involved in congregational life, worship 
is a place where the entire congregation 
comes together. Services at Rodeph Sholom 
help foster a unique sense of community, 
and we encourage full participation as we 
mark sacred time together.

Shabbat Experiences
Shabbat at Rodeph Sholom is more than worship and study. Through- 
out the year, the Congregation hosts many Friday night Shabbat dinners, 
and Saturday afternoon Shabbat lunches, often in conjunction with 
interesting programs to which all are invited. Share Shabbat meals, and 
make new friends within the synagogue community. 

Erev Shabbat
Each Friday evening the Rodeph Sholom community joins together to 
welcome Shabbat in a joyful service of prayer, music, song and moments 
of quiet contemplation. Our Erev Shabbat service is a perfect way to end 
the week and begin recharging for the week ahead.  

The second Friday of the month at Rodeph Sholom is Shabbat B’shir, 
a service comprised largely of song and featuring both our adult and 
children’s choirs and the lively participation of the entire congregation. 
The Shabbat B’shir service provides a meaningful worship opportunity 
for congregants and visitors of all ages – from seniors, to children and 
everyone in between. 

Erev Shabbat services begin at 6:00 PM. Please join us!

Shabbat In the Sanctuary
Celebrate the grandeur of Shabbat with Rodeph Sholom in our majestic 
main sanctuary. The stirring melodies of our Cantors, professional choir 
and musical accompanists inspire the soul. The words of our Rabbis 
challenge and inspire the mind. 

Typically, one or more of our families will celebrate a bar or bat mitzvah 
at the Shabbat morning sanctuary service. Our b’nei mitzvah masterfully 
demonstrate the art of chanting Torah and deliver a powerful message 
illustrating the meaning of the weekly Torah portion. 

The Sanctuary service begins at 10 AM. Visitors are always welcome.

(During the summer months, a single Shabbat morning service is typically held in the 
Schnurmacher Chapel, and there is no service in the main sanctuary.) 

Chapel Minyan 
Celebrate Shabbat in a more intimate setting with our Chapel Minyan. 
Our Chapel service is a highly participatory, energetic, and largely 
musical service, offering meaningful worship for those seeking serious 
engagement with Jewish prayer in a warm, collegial environment.   

The Chapel Minyan also offers members of the congregation the 
opportunity to sharpen their skills in chanting Torah or Haftorah. 
Instead of a sermon, our Rabbis moderate a group discussion of the 
weekly Torah portion and guide our study of related rabbinic texts. 

The Chapel Minyan is open to everyone. Newcomers and visitors are 
particularly welcomed and encouraged to participate. Transliterations 
of all prayers are provided, and the melodies are readily learned. 
Many newcomers – including those who doubted they could find 
such inspired worship, learning and community in a synagogue 
environment! – have become regular participants.   

The Chapel Minyan begins at 10:15 AM. It typically meets in the 
Schnurmacher Chapel, on the sixth floor. On occasion, the  
Chapel Minyan meets in the Hahn Chapel, on the second floor. 

Early Morning Torah Study
Join fellow congregants for a lively discussion of Torah and other books 
of the Hebrew Bible each Saturday morning at 9:00 AM.  
The study ends in time for the morning Shabbat service. As with our 
Shabbat services, newcomers and visitors are invited to study with us.  

To ensure that our worship spaces are accessible there is an elevator that allows you into our 
building as well as access to our Main Sanctuary bima. On request, we have large print prayer 
books as well as hearing devices available.
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Shabbat Morning for Kids  
Shabbat is a time for children of all ages! Junior programming  
occurs every Shabbat morning (when school is in session) for  
pre-b’nei mitzvah children in our congregation. Each program 
encourages the children to participate in a Shabbat experience filled 
with song, prayer and stories – the perfect way to celebrate Shabbat.

Every experience is tailored to meet the needs of each group and is  
led  by our extraordinary clergy, teachers and musicians:

Sing Along Shabbat
For children ages 0–7. Come for songs and stories as we celebrate 
Shabbat together! (9:30 AM – 10:00 AM, see website for dates)

Shabbat B’Yachad (“Shabbat Together”)
For children ages 0-7. Lively prayer, Torah reading, fun activities, 
and a light lunch! (9:30 AM – 10:30 AM, see website for dates)

Junior Congregation 
For children ages 8–12. Where our youth become leaders – sing, celebrate, 
and even learn to chant from the Torah!  
(10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, see websites for dates).

Adult Volunteer Choir
Enjoy your Jewish musical heritage by singing with fellow congregants 
for special musical services and concerts throughout the year. 

The Children’s Choir 
Children’s Choir is for children in both the Religious School  
and Rodeph Sholom School from second through sixth grade.  
The Children’s Choir of Rodeph Sholom sings at Shabbat B’shir 
services and occasionally performs at outside concert venues. 

Junior Junior Choir 
Junior Junior Choir is primarily for children in the Early Childhood 
Division of the Rodeph Sholom School and the Rodeph Sholom 
Religious School.  This choir sings periodically at Shabbat B’shir 
services, performing songs they learn throughout the school year. 

For more information contact Cantor Garfein at 646-454-3030 or email 
cantorgarfein@crsnyc.org m
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom was 
founded on the Lower East Side of New 
York in 1842. The eighty founders were 
members of a Bikkur Cholim society 
known for its care of the sick and needy. 

In 1875, the congregation began using a Conservative service 

with organ music and a choir. In 1901, Rodeph Sholom joined 

the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (now the Union 

for Reform Judaism), becoming part of the Reform movement.

Remaining true to our name, which is Hebrew  
for “pursuer of peace,” Rodeph Sholom takes 
great pride in our history and is hard at work to 
fulfill the promise of our future. 

Our congregation made history in 1970 by establishing the  

first Reform Jewish Day School in North America. In 1977  

the School moved into our building on West 84th Street, and in 

1993, we acquired new property on West 78th and 79th Streets 

to expand our school, community and religious activities.
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom 
7 West 83rd Street today

Above: The Lexington Ave. Synagogue

Below: The original Temple  
at 8-12 Clinton Street
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OUR MISSION:

Congregation Rodeph Sholom is a 
welcoming spiritual community which 
strives to educate and inspire children, 
youth, and adults to participate actively 
in worship, Torah study, and Jewish  
life experience, and to put Reform  
Jewish religious and ethical principles 
into action.  

We seek to enrich the lives of our 
members, contribute to the  
continuance and vitality of the Jewish 
people and help repair the world.



On any given  
day or night,  
Congregation  
Rodeph Sholom  
is bustling with 
people who invest 
their time, minds 
and hearts in  
our committees  
and auxiliaries.  

Our programs and activities 

respond to and reflect the pulse 

and population of New York 

City and the needs and interests 

of our congregants and  

community. Demonstrated by 

this list, a policy of inclusiveness 

makes Rodeph Sholom a  

welcoming place for everyone. 

Caring Community Committee 
Focuses on individual needs 
to emphasize the importance 
of the individual within the 
larger community and makes 
Rodeph Sholom a place  
where every congregant feels 
connected and safe.

Community Concerns Committee
Advances the Congregation’s 
firm and long-standing  
commitment to social justice, 
true to the name Rodeph  
Sholom, “Pursuers of Peace”. 

GLBT Committee 
Connects gays and lesbians 
within Rodeph Sholom and in 
the broader Jewish community.
 
Israel Committee 
Develops activities and  
programming to provide  
opportunities for the  
congregation to support Israel. 

Kahal, Culture and Camaraderie
Plans events for the “50’s +” popu-
lation within the congregation. 

Lunch-Together
Welcomes anyone who is  
fortunate enough to be free  
at lunchtime and offers  
intellectually and culturally 
stimulating programs at  
Rodeph Sholom.

Inclusion & Outreach Committee 
Promotes both inreach  
and outreach to our  
population through  
programming and other  
efforts to support diversity. 

 
Young Families Group 
Plans activities for congregants 
with children ages 3 and under. 
 
RS Theater Company 
Annually produces a new  
production of an old favorite 
musical while connecting  
congregants from all of our  
various constituencies.

RS Young Professionals 
Offers fun, meaningful  
opportunities and innovative  
programming creating a  
community within the larger 
Rodeph Sholom family. 

Auxiliaries 
Brotherhood  
Provides camaraderie and  
conducts programming that  
is accommodating to men  
who often have busy lifestyles. 

Sisterhood
Encourages community and 
friendship among the women  
of the Congregation in support 
of women’s issues and Reform  
Jewish values.

In addition to these community-
building committees/auxiliaries 
there are also the following  
committees: Adult Education,  
Archives, College, Communications,  
Development, House, Membership, 
Reproductive Rights, Ritual,  
Ushering and Youth.

If you are interested in learning  
more about these committees please 

contact the Membership Department at 
212.362.8800 x3055, or email  

membership@crsnyc.org.co
m
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Facilities
Rodeph Sholom has various 
rooms available and the  
synagogue staff is happy to assist 
you in planning your life-cycle 
events. Please check out the  
Rodeph Sholom website  
(www.rodephsholom.org) facility 
section for rental information. 

Summer Camp
Nestled in the spacious  
facilities of Congregation  
Rodeph Sholom on the  
Upper West Side of  
Manhattan, the Rodeph  
Sholom School Summer  
Camp offers a wide variety of 
stimulating activities for  
children ages 2.9 to 5 years  
old. For an application and  
more information, please  
call our Camp Director,  
at 212.362.8800 x1749.

Union Field Cemetery
Wishing to leave a legacy  
ensuring the dignity of death for 
generation of congregants and  
their families, Congregation  
Rodeph Sholom’s founding  
members purchased a plot of  
land for a cemetery. Located 
at 8211 Cypress Avenue in the 
Ridgewood area of Queens, 
Union Field Cemetery is one 
of the most beautiful in the 
Greater New York area. For a 
tour or more information call 
718.366.3748.co
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Union Field Cemetery 

The Eisner Auditorium



Rodeph Sholom School is a unique 
Nursery through Eighth grade school 
offering a premier independent school 
education with a deep commitment to 
Jewish values and traditions. 

The students experience a 

vibrant curriculum in a tight 

knit and nurturing community. 

The School is comprised of 

four divisions; Nursery; Lower 

Elementary; Upper Elementary; 

and Middle School. With a 

curriculum that emphasizes a 

progressive, humanistic approach to learning, and an outstanding 

faculty, the Day School is committed to excellence in both secular 

and Judaic studies programs. 

The school is dedicated to  

providing students with a  

complete understanding of 

Jewish history, traditions, and 

culture. The focus on justice, 

integrity, and compassion  

is at the core of the collective 

Jewish identity.  

Hebrew instruction  
begins in Kindergarten 
and continues through 
the eighth grade.  

We are dedicated to 
providing our students  
with a complete  
understanding of our  
Jewish history, traditions, 
and culture.

Day School graduates distinguish themselves in  
both personal and scholarly endeavors as they  
continue their educational journey. 

The Parent Association strengthens communication between the 

school, congregation and parents.  

An extensive After School Program is  
 offered daily, providing enrichment in  
athletics, theater, dance, art and crafts. 

For more information and to apply please contact the Director of Admissions at  
212.362.8769 x1332
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The connection between Congregation  
Rodeph Sholom and the Day School provides a 

powerful link to our heritage and encourages  
the students to become part of the larger Jewish 

community early in their lives.



Curriculum includes the Sabbath festivals, Jewish 
family life, tzedakah, mitzvoth, the Bible, Jewish  
history, ethics, the Holocaust and Israel. Hebrew is an 
integral part of the program, with formal instruction 
beginning in the second grade. 

Through a special grant from the Steinman family, the Lewis Steinman Center was created to offer 
our special education program that can service students from kindergarten through eighth grade.  

The Rodeph Sholom Religious School, 
highly respected for its innovative  
curriculum and exceptional faculty,  
imparts Jewish education and values in  
a warm, supportive environment.  

Religious School starts at the kindergarten level and continues 

through high school graduation. It includes the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

year and an inspiring Confirmation ceremony during Shavuot.

Family education reflects the school’s commitment to family 

involvement, and provides students and parents opportunities 

to study together: optional PACE 

(Parent and Child Education) 

classes (grades 2-7) include a  

family and adult education  

component for parents.Yachad 

programs (all grades) invite  

parents to a full-grade interactive family experience; Family Bar/

Bat Mitzvah classes begin a year to six months prior to the event.

Religious School starts at 
the kindergarten level and 
continues through high 
school graduation. 
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom’s  
Adult Education Program offers diverse  
opportunities to learn about Judaism. 

Tuesday nights at the synagogue are dedicated exclusively to  

adult education, and the desire for literacy and learning  

shapes our calendar. 

We aim to meet a variety of needs: 

from beginners, including those  

interested in conversion; to  

intermediate students wishing to  

expand their present level of  

knowledge; to advanced students  

who want to engage deeply with  

Jewish teaching and text.

 

On a regular basis, we offer a Shabbat morning Torah study 

class, an Adult B’nei Mitzvah program, sessions on Jewish  

parenting, and Hebrew classes.

Our Adult Education  
semesters are Fall, Winter, 
Spring and Summer.

Please see our 
Adult Education 

Brochure,  
and come learn  

with us! 

For a current Adult Education 
catalog, call 212.362.8800 

x1334 or send an email to 
adulted@rodephsholom.org ad
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Over the years,  
we have explored  
topics ranging from 
ancient history to 
modern politics;  
from Reform Jewish 
identity to  
interfaith beliefs.
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SOME ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES OFFERED ARE:

Do I have to Believe to be a Good Jew? What Does 
Jewish History Say to Me Today? Where Did We Get 
the Torah and Why Should I Care? What is the Jew’s 
Self-Image in Today’s Media? Is Israel Still Vital to 
the American Jewish Identity? Do Denominations
in Judaism Still Matter? Why is it So Hard to Pray? 
What Will the Jewish Community Look Like in the  
Year 2100? 
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